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PATHWAYS STROKE FOUNDATION DONATES IPADS TO ST. JOHNLAND HEAD
INJURY UNIT FOR CONTINUED DAILY THERAPIES

EAST NORTHPORT, NY, MAY 24, 2022

Pathways Stroke Foundation, a nonprofit organization is pleased to announce that
they will be donating five new iPads as well as laptops to the Head Injury Unit at St.
Johnland Nursing Facility in Kings Park, NY on May 26, 2022. These iPads will help
facilitate much needed continued therapies throughout the day as well as providing
patient-family communication.

Pathways Stroke Foundation was founded out of the love of their mother who
suffered a debilitating stroke on December 18, 2012. After Agnes suffered a right
hemisphere stroke, she was left with may deficits. Agnes’s speech area was greatly
affected leaving her with Aphasia and Apraxia. She had lost mobility of her right arm,
limited mobility of her right leg as well as visual blockages. Agnes’s rehabilitation at St.
Johnland Head Injury Unit (HIRU), consisted of almost three months of physical, speech
and occupational therapy with her family at her side every step of the way.

Due to Agnes’s severe speech deficit, it was crucial to find ways to communicate
and recover to the best of her ability. “The iPad was an instrumental tool in recovery of
her stroke” says Jean Marie Gibbs, Daughter/ Founder of Pathways Stroke Foundation.
“Aggressive therapy is needed when learning to speak, walk and move again. Having the
technology available to mom provided an outlet for her to continue her therapy
throughout the day. With the many applications that are designed specifically for
speaking, reading, writing as well as motor function, it gave mom independence to
choose which apps worked best for her. Most importantly the iPad provided 24 hour
support via FaceTime to keep in touch with family and friends especially when she was
feeling afraid or lonely.”
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Life had changed in a moment for Agnes, and each day was a path to recovery.
“We stayed with mom from early morning to late evening providing the emotional and
physical support so desperately needed during recovery.” says Jean Marie Gibbs.
“However, there were many survivors in HIRU that did not have the same family support
or the financial ability to own an iPad. I wanted to be an advocate for those in HIRU that
felt there was no hope. Pathways Stroke Foundation has been the vehicle needed to
provide the technology through our fundraising efforts.”

About Pathways Stroke Foundation

Pathways Stroke Foundation is a grass roots not for profit foundation dedicated to
reducing the profound impact of stroke by raising awareness of long term physical as
well as emotional effects for the survivor through education of prevention, emerging
technology, innovation, determination as well as support of caregivers.

Available For Interview/Story Development:
We can provide local stroke survivors, caregivers, and experts on stroke. For example,
local stroke survivor Avi Golden https://www.strokepath.org/copy-of-what-is-a-stroke
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